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Property acquisition near Dayton 
to beneft fsh in Washington 
What’s happening? 
The Bonneville Power Administration is proposing to fund 
the Blue Mountain Land Trust to acquire a conservation 
easement for the “North Touchet” property, a 22-acre parcel 
of land in southeastern Washington. BMLT would hold 
a conservation easement on which BPA would have third 
party rights of enforcement to permanently protect, mitigate 
and enhance fsh and their habitat. This conservation 
easement could also assist in implementation of a potential 
restoration project that would increase lateral channel 
migration on the North Touchet River, which supports 
resident and anadromous fsh (e.g., steelhead, spring 
chinook salmon and bull trout). A resident population of 
Redband rainbow trout is also known to use the project 
area throughout the entire year. 

The property consists of agriculture, wetland and riparian 
habitat. The property contains approximately 1.7 stream 
miles of the North Fork of the Touchet River, which provides 
important habitat for myriad plant and animal species. 

The BMLT has developed a land management plan to 
guide the protection and enhancement of habitat and other 
resources on the property. The management plan was 
reviewed by BPA for consistency with the conservation 
easement and the purpose of the acquisition. If BPA 
proposes to fund any additional activities on the property, 
further environmental review may be conducted. 

Where is this happening? 
The conservation easement being acquired is located 
about four miles southeast from Dayton in Columbia 
County, WA. See the map on the reverse side for the 
precise location. 

The “North Touchet” property will protect about 1.7 stream miles of 
the North Fork of the Touchet River to help local fsh and wildlife. 

Why is this happening? 
Funding the purchase of the easement would serve as 
partial mitigation for the construction and operation of 
the Federal Columbia River Power System, which includes 
dams on the mainstem Columbia River and its tributaries. 

This conservation easement acquisition would support 
BPA’s commitments to the Confederated Tribes of 
the Umatilla Indian Reservation under the 2020 Columbia 
River Fish Accord Extension agreement. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
If you have any questions regarding this land purchase, 
please contact the project manager, Hannah Dondy-Kaplan, 
at 503-230-4071, or hadondy-kaplan@bpa.gov. You can 
also call BPA Communications toll-free at 800-622-4519. 
Please refer to the “North Touchet” land acquisition. 

mailto:hadondy-kaplan@bpa.gov
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